
Memorable Quotations 01 

Many celebrities, politicians, and people otherwise in the public eye, have made comment on something or 
someone or said anything else that is repeated and remembered. Such utterances are repeated by others 
as quotations. The process by which an utterance becomes a lasting quotation is not accidental; it is a 
convergence of intrinsic qualities of the phrase itself and extrinsic factors related to the speaker and the 
moment in which the words were spoken.    Whether the quote was spoken by the person it’s attributed to, 
is hard to prove in some cases, it is however generally accepted they did. There are some famous 
misattributions, such as those related to Marie Antoinette, who didn’t say "let them eat cake", in response 
to peasants having no bread. It was not attributed to her until 50 years after her death. The actual French 
phrase was "Qu'ils mangent de la brioche," which translates to "Let them eat brioche". 

There’ a list of quotes below, but who is supposed to have said it? To help, there’s also a listing of people 
attributed to the quotations. Match them up. 

 

1 A woman only a woman - good cigar is a smoke Rudyard Kipling 

2 Religion is the opium of the masses Karl Marx 

3 The bigger they come the harder they fall Bob Fitzsimmons 

4 The reports of my death are greatly exaggerated. Mark Twain 

5 To err is human - But it feels divine Mae West 
6 A Single death is a tragedy a million a statistic Joseph Stalin 

7 All you need to fly are lovely things and fairy dust Peter Pan 

8 I have no problems with drugs - only policemen Keith Richard 

9 I like Beethoven especially the poems Ringo Starr 

10 If a lie is told in the Whitehouse Nixon gets a royalty Richard Nixon 

11 
If you want something said, ask a man. If you want something done, ask a 
woman. Margaret Thatcher 

12 In future, everyone will be famous for 15 minutes Andy Warhol 
13 In my free time I do differential and integral calculus Karl Marx 

14 It’s so long since sex I forget who gets tied up Joan Rivers 

15 Losing my virginity was a career move Madonna 

16 No sex is better than bad sex Germaine Greer 

17 Sex appeal 50% what you got 50% they think you got Sophia Loren 

18 The no-mind not-thinks no-thoughts about no-things Buddha 

19 Too much of a good thing is wonderful Mae West 

20 
Who controls the past controls the future. Who controls the present 
controls the past? 

George Orwell 

 

Andy Warhol Peter Pan Madonna Joan Rivers 

Bob Fitzsimmons Richard Nixon Mae West Joseph Stalin 

Buddha Ringo Starr Mae West Karl Marx 

George Orwell Rudyard Kipling Margaret Thatcher Karl Marx 

Germaine Greer Sophia Loren Mark Twain Keith Richard 

 

 


